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EXPERIMENTS IN AGGRESSION
The problem of security and insecurity is closely linked up with
the child's emotional social reactions of cooperation and mischie-
vousness, timidity and aggression. The feeling of insecurity fre-
quently is the effect of frustration and may find its outlet in sudden
aggression. Aggressive behavior in the form of competition is a nor-
mal outlet of the child's emotions. However, a child who lacks the
feeling of security exhibits an indirect form of aggressive behavior.
He tries to gain attention by sudden outbursts of temper; he has no
feeling for cooperation; he grabs the objects of other children and
provokes hostility. Projective experiments may indicate the amount
and the structure of aggressive tendencies. E. Lerner's(35S) train
experiment gives some indication of a child's degree of cooperative-
ness. We performed the experiment in the following way: A long
wooden block represented a train track; cubic blocks put at each
end of the track were the trains. Child and experimenter sit oppo-
site each other at both ends of the track. The experimenter says:
"Let's play train," and he moves his block along the track. The
child moves his block. When both blocks meet the aggressive child
tries to push the obstacle out of his way, the submissive child with-
draws3 and the cooperative child tries to go around the opposite
train. Julius (4 years and a half), one of our children, said: "I can
go right past you . . . see, there's room enough for us both."
Another provocative experiment brought about a similar reaction
with the same child. Using building blocks, the experimenter says:
"Let's each build a tower and see whose tower is the highest." The
aggressive child tries to throw over the tower of the experimenter if
his tower is higher than or as high as the child's own. The submis-
sive child gives up his efforts if he sees that he cannot equal the
experimenter's accomplishment. Julius, the child just referred to,
slowly began to take one block at a time from the floor, saying to
the experimenter: "I'll take one, then you take one/7 The experi-
menter, following the child's suggestion, built a tower of four blocks.
The child remarked: "They're both the same, you have a big tower
and so do L"
A new experiment in our series showed that aggressive actions
cannot easily be provoked in this child. The experimenter took a
picture of a yellow HOB standing against a black background; he
the child a pin and said: "This is a lion, pretend you are a
and are going to kill the lion; your weapon is your pin. How
you HH tibe lion?"